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Every Sunday morning seems to
be the same: our car looks like it’s
the lone automobile to leave the
apartment building garage. People
just aren’t going to church like they
used to. Attendance is way down in
most denominations as participation
in church holds little value. And it’s
not just a post-Covid thing either.
Even before the pandemic, recorded
church attendance was on the decline. The sad thing is that too many
churches still attempt to do church as
before the decline, or to spiritualize it
all away.
Instead, what we need to do is take
a better cultural lay of the land. For
example, prior to this decline most
of America existed under the Christian umbrella. Generally, this meant
while perhaps 20% of Americans
practiced dedicated Christianity,

the other 80% lived under a cultural understanding of Christianity.
This meant without being Christian
believers, folks still acknowledged a)
the existence of God; b) the value of
a moral life based in right and wrong;
c) the reality of objective sin and
guilt; and d) the eventuality of either
heaven or hell. Therefore, because
of this Christianized lay of the land,
church attendance held great value as
one of the right things to do. Going
to church held social importance as
a moralistic resource as well as as an
opportunity to make friends (or business contacts). Even if it was mostly
Christmas and Easter, people still
went to church. It was the thing to
do on Sunday mornings. If churches
advertised “come and see” people
still “came and saw.” This also meant
continued on page 3

SPRINGFIELD
CURRENT
THE NEWSLETTER OF THE
EPISCOPAL DIOCESE OF SPRINGFIELD

The Episcopal Diocese of Springfield
821 S. 2nd Street, Springfield, IL 62704
Phone: (217) 525-1876
Fax: (217) 525-1877
Publisher:
The Standing Committee of the
Episcopal Diocese of Springfield
Editor and Art Director:
Hannah I. Dallman

CONTRIBUTING
Communication serves a crucial function in every ministry. Sharing information among congregations, committees and individual members is no small
task. Welcoming new members to our diocesan family also requires unique
communication efforts at all levels.
Your contribution to this ministry of communication helps spread the word
about what God is doing in our lives, in our congregations, in our diocese,
and in the Episcopal Church at large. Please consider making a gift today.
We are committed to sending our diocesan publication to all members and
friends of the Episcopal Diocese of Springfield. It is not necessary to contribute in order to receive The Springfield Current. Nevertheless, if you choose
to support The Springfield Current, your contribution will be of great assistance in this ministry and is tax deductible. Thank you for your support!

DONORS

Monthly Diocesan E-Newsletter
Stay up to date with the diocesan email
newsletter. To sign up for the E-Newsletter or to receive The Current, please
visit the website at episcopal
springfield.org/diocesanpublications and fill
out the form on the webpage.

The Diocese of Springfield would like to thank and acknowledge the
following sponsors who have made possible this issue of The Current:

Address changes can be submitted by
email to communicator@episcopal
springfield.org. Please include the old
address in your email.

Trinity, Jacksonville
Robert L. Underbrink

Subscription requests, changes, and
cancellations may also be sent by mail to:
The Episcopal Diocese of Springfield
821 S 2nd St., Springfield, IL 62704

St Andrew’s, Edwardsville
Henry Evans

Trinity, Mt Vernon
Randy Winn
St Michael’s, O’Fallon
Winn & Sally Pardee

We are now accepting contributions
for the Michaelmas 2021 issue of
The Current. Articles, photos, and news
can be submitted by Sept. 15, 2021 to

Christ Church, Springfield
Margie Higgason

Contributions to the monthly e-newsletter may be also be sent to that email and
are accepted on an ongoing basis.

Friends of the Diocese
The Rev. John Blossom
Connie Terry
The Very Rev. & Mrs. Gene Tucker

communicator@episcopalspringfield.org.

MISSION IN THE DIOCESE

3

UNDERSTANDING THE CULTURAL LAY OF THE LAND, cont’d
the narrative of the Christian faith
remained easily understood as priests
were able to connect “a to b to c to
d” in Word and Sacrament (as above)
and folks easily became disciples of
Jesus. After all, under the umbrella,
the Christian faith still made sense.
Now the cultural lay of the land in
America has shifted, even in Illinois.
The Christian umbrella has been
replaced by a form of post-Christian
secularism. Religion remains more
popular than ever while people still
search for meaning and significance.
This means our neighbors still worship, but not necessarily in a church
sanctuary. This is key to understanding the priority of mission and evangelism in the Diocese of Springfield.
Atheism has not invaded the land
as the experts predicted. Religion
still holds a powerful pervasiveness.
Folks still worship all sorts of gods,
yet without any basic understanding
of the Christian umbrella principles.
Therefore, parishes can no longer
expect folks to just “come and see”
on their own. Now, just like in the
Acts of the Apostles, parishes need
to go out to where the people are
and share Jesus with them in the
neighborhoods.
For example, take this quote from
David Foster Wallace, professing
non-Christian. As an author and
professor, Wallace understood the
new lay of the land. In a graduation
speech given to Kenyon College in
2005 Wallace said: “There is no such
thing as not worshiping. Everybody
worships. The only choice we get
is what to worship. If you worship
money and things, then you will

never have enough, never feel you
have enough. Worship your body
and beauty and sexual allure and you
will always feel ugly. And when time
and age start showing, you will die
a million deaths before they finally
grieve you. Worship power, you will
end up feeling weak and afraid, and
you will need ever more power over
others to numb you to your own
fear. Worship your intellect, being
seen as smart, you will end up feeling
stupid, a fraud, always on the verge
of being found out. But the insidious
thing about these forms of worship
is not that they’re evil or sinful, it’s
that they’re unconscious. They are
default settings.”
(You can listen to Wallace’s entire
speech at: https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=8CrOL-ydFMI)
I share this quote because it explained even if our neighbors appear
they’re not worshipping in churches
on Sunday mornings, in reality they
are all still worshipping something.
True, their worship may no longer
be under the Christian umbrella. But
the unchurched are worshipping,
whether it falls under some point of
personal pride, pleasure, possessions,
or power. The sad thing is that most
of our neighbors have lived experiences that their personal idols and
gods fail them, yet they have no idea
what to do about it. Their journeys
for meaning and significance fall short
without some form of outside aide
and support. Therefore, our neighbors question the meaning of life as
they struggle to look in the mirror but
have no idea where to turn.

And this is why churches need to be
concerned with mission. We need to
be a voice in our culture providing the
answer to their deepest questions of
worship. We need to help them critique their gods and idols and demonstrate that God is also concerned with
their failure to produce meaning and
significance on their own without
him. The key difference of course is
that God will never fail them but be
their ultimate source of meaning and
significance in Jesus Christ.
Churches need to hit the pause button
and reorient their vision statements.
People are no longer going to simply come into our diocesan church
buildings ready to believe. However,
we can go out to where the people
are in our neighborhoods, workplaces, markets, and places of recreation.
People are haunted by the ghost of
God and feel his tug but aren’t sure
where to look. This is where personal
contact is so important. The former
days of strangers witnessing on the
street are most likely gone. However, as we silently critique the lives of
those whom we are in relationship
with, we have readymade opportunities to share how Jesus fills those gaps
in their lives and hearts.
The cultural lay of the land in Illinois
may have changed, but Jesus remains
the same yesterday, today, and forever
(Hebrews 13:8).

4

BISHOP SEARCH

We want to extend thanks to the hundreds of you who have helped in the
by Mtr Beth Maynard and Kevin Babb of the Standing Committee
creation of this profile during the Lis3. Should there not be present twoLater this year, clergy and lay deletening Phase of the election process.
gates will be gathered to vote at both thirds of the Clergy and a representation 777 people responded to the survey,
of two-thirds of the Eucharistic Comthe Nominating Synod (October
just over 100 people commented
munities, then two-thirds of the votes
16, 2021, following the 144th Synusing the anonymous comment box
of each Order shall be necessary to
od of the Diocese on October 15,
on the diocesan website, and nearly
determine a choice.
2021) where they will choose a slate
100 took part in the mix of online
of candidates from all those who
and in-person listening sessions. Your
Section 3.
were nominated and successfully
In all cases of the election of a Bishop, feedback and insights are much of
completed background checks, and
no Member of the Clergy shall be enti- what is contained within the profile.
at the Electing Synod (December
tled to vote unless he or she shall have
11, 2021) where they will discover
been for at least six months immediately The Diocese of Springfield uses a
preceding the election personally and
the person that the Holy Spirit has
uniquely transparent process for electcanonically resident in this Diocese. A
chosen to be the 12th Bishop of
ing a bishop. There is no search comMember of the Clergy regularly setSpringfield. Our diocesan Constitumittee that assembles a slate; instead,
tion makes provision for this unique tled and functioning in a Eucharistic
delegates to our Nominating Synod
Community of this Diocese shall be
kind of Synod, which has special
will choose the final nominees from
considered personally resident even if
rules including eligibility to vote. Ardomiciled outside the boundaries of the among all nominees who complete
ticle XV of the Constitution of the
the nomination process and pass the
Diocese
Diocese of Springfield prescribes the
required reference and background
following procedure for episcopal
Between now and mid-SepFROM THE ELECTION checks.
elections:
tember, the Election Committee will
COMMITTEE
be busy vetting the submitted nomELECTION OF A BISHOP
inations and planning and preparing
Rod Matthews, Chair
The Election Committee is pleased to for the Nominating Synod, which will
Section 1.
be held October 16th, in conjunction
report that the Diocesan Profile has
The election of a Bishop for this Diowith the Annual Diocesan Synod
been posted online and the window
cese may be made in a Regular Synod,
October 15, 2021.
for nominations and applications

ON ELECTING A BISHOP IN OUR DIOCESE

or in a Special Synod called for that
purpose.

Section 2.
The election shall be conducted in the
following manner:
1. The Order of the Clergy and the
Order of the Laity shall vote separately by ballot, for some fit and qualified
Member of the Clergy for that office,
and a concurrence of both Orders shall
be necessary to a choice.
2. If two-thirds of all the Clergy entitled to vote are present, and two-thirds
of all the Eucharistic Communities
entitled to vote are represented by a Lay
Delegate or Delegates, then a majority

for the 12th Bishop of Springfield
opened and is now closed.

The profile provides raw data for
potential nominees, delegates, alternates, and the faithful of the Diocese
to “read, mark, learn, and inwardly
digest.” It is the story of the Diocese
thus far. The story speaks to who we
are, what we think, and what we have
done. There is little analysis and interpretation provided. You are invited
into a prayerful process of discernment for nominees and the Diocese.
Ultimately God provides the interpretation o,f and insight into, our story.

In the meantime, we ask that you
continue to pray for potential nominees, those who will choose a bishop
for this Diocese, and the faithful of
the diocese.
Almighty God, giver of every good gift:
Look graciously on your Church, and so
guide the minds of those who shall choose a
bishop for this Diocese, that we may receive a
faithful pastor, who will care for your people
and equip us for our ministries; through Jesus
Christ our Lord. Amen.
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BISHOP SEARCH
THE ORDINATION OF A BISHOP: THE EXAMINATION, Book of
All now sit, except the bishop-elect, who
stands facing the bishops. The Presiding
Bishop addresses the bishop-elect

Are you persuaded that God has
called you to the office of bishop?
Answer I am so persuaded.

Common Prayer, p. 517
Answer I will, in the name of Christ,
the Shepherd and Bishop of our
souls.

My brother, the people have chosen
you and have affirmed their trust in
you by acclaiming your election. A
bishop in God’s holy Church is called
to be one with the apostles in
proclaiming Christ’s resurrection and
interpreting the Gospel, and to testify
to Christ’s sovereignty as Lord of
lords and King of kings.

The following questions are then addressed
to the bishop-elect by one or more of the
other bishops

Bishop Will you guard the faith, unity,
and discipline of the Church?
Answer I will, for the love of God.

Bishop Will you accept this call
and fulfill this trust in obedience to
Christ?
Answer I will obey Christ, and will
serve in his name.

You are called to guard the faith, unity, and discipline of the Church; to
celebrate and to provide for the administration of the sacraments of the
New Covenant; to ordain priests and
deacons and to join in ordaining bishops; and to be in all things a faithful
pastor and wholesome example for
the entire flock of Christ.

Bishop Will you be faithful in prayer,
and in the study of Holy Scripture,
that you may have the mind of
Christ?
Answer I will, for he is my help.

Bishop Will you share with your
fellow bishops in the government of
the whole Church; will you sustain
your fellow presbyters and take
counsel with them; will you guide and
strengthen the deacons and all
others who minister in the Church?
Answer I will, by the grace given me.

Bishop Will you boldly proclaim and
interpret the Gospel of Christ, enlightening the minds and stirring up
the conscience of your people?
Answer I will, in the power of the
With your fellow bishops you will
share in the leadership of the Church Spirit.
throughout the world. Your heritage
Bishop As a chief priest and pastor,
is the faith of patriarchs, prophets,
will you encourage and support all
apostles, and martyrs, and those of
every generation who have looked to baptized people in their gifts and minGod in hope. Your joy will be to fol- istries, nourish them from the riches
low him who came, not to be served, of God’s grace, pray for them without
ceasing, and celebrate with them the
but to serve, and to give his life a
sacraments of our redemption?
ransom for many.

Bishop Will you be merciful to all,
show compassion to the poor and
strangers, and defend those who have
no helper?
Answer I will, for the sake of Christ
Jesus.
All stand. The Presiding Bishop then says
N., through these promises you have
committed yourself to God, to serve
his Church in the office of bishop.
We therefore call upon you, chosen
to be a guardian of the Church’s
faith, to lead us in confessing that
faith.
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AROUND THE DIOCESE

LITTLE FREE LIBRARY AT CHRIST THE KING
Morgan Rondinelli, friend of Christ the King, Normal
Christ the King in Normal has a
brand new Little Free Library! I
am an avid reader and have long
dreamed of stewarding a LFL of
my own. But I didn’t know where
to even begin in building one. Then,
on our first anniversary of dating,
my partner, Joe, surprised me with
the skeleton of a LFL, and supplies
to build a second one. I definitely
cried and told him that it is one of
the best gifts anyone has ever given
me. Over the next few weeks, we
added shingles, painted the box,
attached the door, and installed the
library at Christ the King. As of June
2021, the LFL is open and ready for
book exchange! There are plans to
add stained glass to the window this
fall. As cheesy as it may sound, it’s a
0dream come true.

The second library is just about done
and will be installed at nearby Moses
Montefiore Temple. Less than five
minutes away, this is the Jewish synagogue I attend, and it represents my
local religious community. When deciding where to put the two libraries,
Joe and I were excited about putting
them at two houses of worship.
Though we may worship in different
ways, these libraries represent a joining and coexisting of communities.
Reading allows us to see ourselves
represented and to see through others’ eyes. My hope is that these LFLs
do just that for Bloomington-Normal.

ST MARK’S BLESSING BOX
Mother Sherry Black, priest-in-charge, St Mark’s, West Frankfort
St. Mark’s has always been great at
giving to a variety of ministries in
our area. We collected and filled
Socks of Love for our Veterans in
the VA in Marion; we collected cans
of soup for our local pantry on
Souper Bowl Sunday. If we heard of
a need, we would do our part with
gladness and generosity. I encouraged our people to consider having a
ministry to call our own, something
that will be visible within the community; a reminder that St. Mark’s is
still here.
Understanding the poverty and food
insecurity of the community, we began to think about what we could do
with the very real limitations of our

membership – we are a small mission
congregation. Even doing a regular
hot meal for the hungry was probably more than we could handle. In
late 2017 I ran across the idea of the
Blessing Box, and we began talking
about it; at our 2018 Annual Meeting
we made the commitment to do it.
Even so, it wasn’t until September
of that year that we finally had our
Blessing Box and sign installed on
the north side of our building, next
to a major secondary road in West
Frankfort. It took us a while to really
get into a routine, and at times it was
hard not to judge those who came
and took everything, but we reminded ourselves that it’s our job to give.
Period.

AROUND THE DIOCESE
BLESSING BOX, cont’d
We have a small room in our parish
hall with industrial shelving that we
keep stocked with non-perishables
with which to fill the Box, which
we do almost every day. We have 2
church members who do virtually all
the shopping, and a 6-person weekly
rotation to keep it stocked. In the last
year we have seen a huge uptick in
community members dropping off
food: extras from commodity boxes
or from their own supplies. At Easter
break, the Intermediate school had
excess milk they needed to get rid of;
we posted a photo on the Talk West
Frankfort Facebook page and had no
problems getting rid of it The local
schools also provided a lot of food
as the school year ended.

area? A March 2019 article on public
radio said that 850,000 people, which
includes 220,000 children, are food
insecure in the State of Missouri
alone! I imagine the numbers are
quite a bit higher now since the
COVID-19 pandemic caused job loss
for so many people.

pantry will be open for one hour
once monthly. Volunteers will gather
before the distribution to bag pet
food in ziplocked bags. A set amount
of pet food for dogs and cats will be
available for each person. If a patron has dogs and cats, he or she will
receive both types of food.

We are now organizing one ministry
that will help those who are food
insecure in Alton. It is called the 4
PAWS Pet Food Pantry. Why does
feeding pets help hungry people?

The food will be stored in brand new
galvanized trash barrels with the lids
tightly secured to avoid pests. All the
dog food and all the cat food will
be mixed together in one bin so we
don’t get into requests for specific
brands of food. Donations of other
items such as canned foods, kitty
litter, toys, etc. will be made available
on a first-come first-served basis.
We began a pet food pantry at my
last parish. In one hour once monthly over 800 pounds of pet food flew
out the doors because the need is so
great! I imagine we will encounter
similar need here in Alton.

Studies have found that even people who have been receiving Meals
on Wheels continue to lose weight
because the food insecure meal
recipients share their food with their
animals. They cannot afford pet
food. In fact, if food is very scarce,
We have also inspired two other local
pet owners will feed their pets first,
churches to do their own Blessing
before themselves.
Box; it truly takes a village!
So, some people say that if a person can’t afford to feed their pets
Mother Cindy Sever, rector,
or themselves, they should not have
Episcopal Parish of Alton
pets; they should “get rid of them.”
Imagine a life lived as a homeless
COVID-19 and the fire have given
person or a lonely existence with
us the opportunity to hit the pause
button and re-evaluate our ministries food insecurity. How important
would your pets be to you if they
and programs. We feel called to respond to the great number of people were your only “family,” or your best
comfort in a frightening existence?
in our area who suffer from food
Pets are absolutely vital for the qualinsecurity and hunger.
ity of life for many people in these
Food insecurity is a household-level situations.
economic and social condition of
Therefore, feeding pets = feeding
limited or uncertain access to adepeople! Helping pets = helping
quate food. Hunger is an individupeople!
al-level physiological condition that
may result from food insecurity.
The 4 PAWS Pet Food Pantry will
Do you know how many people are run strictly by donation of funds
and food for dogs and cats. The pet
hungry or food insecure in our

NEW PET FOOD PANTRY
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We will gladly accept all donations of
dog and cat food and monetary gifts
for the 4 PAWS Pet Food Pantry!
We’ve also begun helping the First
Presbyterian Church of Alton serve
a hot meal to the hungry. They serve
hot meals twice weekly. On one day
I helped, people began lining up on
the sidewalk in the bitter cold over
and hour before the meal was scheduled for distribution.
We are evaluating whether a similar
feeding program held on another day
of the week could be run from St.
Paul’s.
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AROUND THE DIOCESE

STAINED GLASS WINDOW RESTORATION
Jo Ann Nelson, Trinity Church, Jacksonville
The windows in our church were
installed between 1949 and 1973.
There are eleven large clerestory
windows and ten small windows in
the nave, transept, and Lady Chapel.
They tell the story of Christendom
down to the coming of the Episcopal Church to Jacksonville.
Four of the clerestory windows were
previously restored and plated. This
current phase of restoration will
focus on the Sanctuary Window, the
Baptistry Window, and four of the
smaller windows. This phase alone
will cost about $36,000. Generous

parishioners have been donating
toward this project.
The current work which has lasted
over three weeks has just focused on
the Sanctuary Window. This window
portrays a wonderful array of Saints:
St George, St Andrew, St Patrick, and
St David.
In these two photographs, an artisan from the Emil Frei Studios in
St Louis works on the Sanctuary
Window from both the inside and
outside. The other photo shows our
high altar on Pentecost amid the
work.

AROUND THE DIOCESE
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GOODBYE TO NASHOTAH, FROM TWO OF OUR SEMINARIANS
1. The Rev. David Knox, Deacon, Trinity, Mattoon
Three years at Nashotah House
zipped passed me while I blinked.
One day in the week after graduation, I took a book, sat on the beach
and read for fun. It was the only time
I relaxed on the beach the entire time
I was in seminary.
Of course seminary is not for relaxation, but it was a retreat from my
professional life as a pediatrician. It
was an experience of living in (intentionally transient) Christian community. It was formative (and deformative – that was the tough part)
as the Lord further shaped me into
the pastor, preacher, deacon/priest,
servant the Lord wants me to be.

The most important lesson I learned
was that I can trust God. Whom the
Lord calls, the Lord also cares for.
Not only were my needs met, but as
a bonus I received peace and joy that
I did not expect. I have confidence
– proof even – that the Lord will
provide all my needs against appearances to the contrary.
What I learned about God, about the
Church, and about myself, how my
relationship with God has deepened
and how I have been changed – all
this was on my mind as I graduated,
and still churns in my soul as I start
serving God’s people. It is my prayer
that I will not make mistakes

2. Robert Armidon, Postulant, Cathedral of St Paul, Springfield
My years at Nashotah House Theological Seminary further refined and
developed my calling that began to
stir over a decade ago, spurred by a
combat-decorated WWII veteran and
former headmaster of an Episcopal
preparatory boarding school. The
seminary’s ethos is to maintain the
catholic and patristic heritage of
Anglicanism, and to train clergy in
a Benedictine model that combines
work, prayer, and community; it
has produced many clergy for this
Diocese. Those of us who were
residential seminarians worked in the
kitchen, helped maintain the buildings and grounds, and came together
with faculty each day for the Eucharist and for Morning and Evening
Prayer. During my time there, one
of the most formative aspects was
my time in chapel and in performing
my liturgical duties. Inspired in part

(although I know I will) and that I
will remain receptive to God’s grace
working in me and working out
through me to help others grow in
their knowledge and love of Jesus.
People of God, please pray for me.

by the example set by the seminary,
I developed a personal rule of life
that includes saying daily Morning
and Evening Prayer. Saying the same
prayers and reading the same Bible
verses simultaneously with people
around the country and the globe
unites me in a profound way with the
Body of Christ. Moreover, reciting
Morning and Evening Prayer ensures
that at least twice a day I will talk
and listen to God, keeps me versed
in Scripture, and serves as a springboard for extemporaneous personal
prayer and meditation.
Further, Nashotah House not only
nurtures the spirituality of its students, but also emphasizes the special responsibilities of the ordained
person for assisting in the spiritual
development of others. In terms of
formation for parish ministry, I

especially learned a great deal
through the pastoral ministry classes, which taught practical areas of
parish ministry such as the formation
of children and preparation for the
sacraments, including baptism, confirmation, confession, unction, and
marriage. I am grateful for the opportunity of having such a well-balanced seminary education to prepare
me for future ordained ministry.
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AROUND THE DIOCESE

FROM THE DESK OF THE RT REV. PAUL E. LAMBERT
Assisting Bishop to the Diocese of Springfield
My beloved Sally and I just moved
from our quiet 5-acre sanctuary in
the mountains of Tennessee to the
beautiful coastal plains of Savannah, Georgia. Going from 1890 feet
above sea level to 20 feet above sea
level has been an interesting experience not to mention adjusting
to a “bit” more humidity. Having
our three daughters and their families consisting of our six beautiful
grandchildren makes the transition a
worthwhile one for sure.
With any transition comes adjustment, change, and challenges. One
challenge for us has been to find
the right key for the right door. One
would think it would be a simple
process unless of course you had
no fewer than six exterior doors to
your house. Yes, you guessed it, not
one key fit all the locks! There was a
separate key for each deadbolt and
one for each knob! Solution, call a
locksmith and have him change the

locks and key them to the same key!
Success!
In August I will begin my ministry
among you as your Assisting Bishop.
By God’s grace I have been given
this opportunity to walk by your side
you as you seek God’s will for your
Diocese and as you discern who your
next Bishop will be. As in our move,
you too will have adjustments, changes, and challenges. You will be corporately looking for that “one key” to
I am looking forward to our time
opening the door to your future.
together. Please pray for me and my
As we seek our way let us remember beloved Sally and we make our way
among you as we will be praying,
that not one of us individuals has
indeed are praying, for you. May God
the “right” key though many will
bless and keep you and may the light
think they do. Let us be clear, there
of his countenance shine upon you
is only one key and that is in the
hands of our loving and caring God always.
who knows our needs before we ask.
+Paul
Let us be diligent in prayer seeking
Gods will and not our own. It is His Savannah June 2021
Church, and the truth be known, He
already knows who your next Bishop
will be.

MINISTRIES
CURSILLO UPDATE
Erin McCrary, Lay Director, Cursillo Ministry
Like most things, we had to halt our
Cursillo weekends in 2020 and 2021.
To keep our community connected,
Virtual Ultreyas have been a great
way to stay connected and give us
all a little lift of joy on a Saturday
morning. We hope you will join us
on July 31st at 9am on Zoom. You
can ensure you will get the email link

by emailing us and being added to
our mailing list.
We are excited to announce the date
of our next weekend retreat July 2831, 2022 at Toddhall Retreat Center
in Columbia, IL.
Our email address is
cursillo@episcopalspringfield.org

THANK YOU
FROM TABORA

“Thank you each and every one of
for your tremendously support towards my family and my ministry.”
+Elias

11

DIOCESAN CALENDAR
AUGUST
06
15
17
21
24

TRANSFIGURATION
S. MARY THE VIRGIN
Finance Dept. Mtg (10 am)
Diocesan Council
S. BARTHOLOMEW

SEPTEMBER

12 Darrow Deanery Mtg, St Bartholomew’s, Granite City (3 pm)
12 Eastern Deanery Mtg, Trinity, Mt 		
Vernon (2 pm)
12 Northeastern Deanery Mtg,
Holy Trinity, Danville (3 pm)
14 HOLY CROSS DAY

SEPTEMBER (cont’d)

19 Hale Deanery Mtg, St Mark’s,
West Frankfort (2 pm)
19 Northern Deanery Mtg,
via Zoom (2 pm)
19 Northwestern Deanery Mtg.
via Zoom (3 pm)
21 S. MATTHEW
29 S. MICHAEL AND
ALL ANGELS

OCTOBER

15 144th Synod, Cathedral 		
Church of St Paul, Springfield
16 Nominating Synod, Cathedral
Church of St Paul, Springfield
18 S. LUKE
23 S. JAMES OF JERUSALEM
28 S. SIMON AND S. JUDE

For the most recent diocesan
calendar and the full prayer cycle
calendar, please visit our website.

CONTRIBUTE TO THE CURRENT
To make a contribution to The Current, please visit our online giving
page on our website, or fill out the form below. Then mail to the address
indicated. All contributions will be acknowledged in a future issue.
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