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When St Paul wrote to the early
Roman church, he made it a point to
remind his listeners they were to be
conformed to the image of the Son,
Jesus the Christ (Rom. 8:29). Paul
meant this in contrast to all the other
images in life to which they could
have been conforming. To practice
his admonition (also found in Rom.
12:2) Paul meant for them to consistently reexamine the rhythms of their
daily lives as followers of Jesus. Not
much has changed in 2,000 years—
whether we admit it or not, we’re all
being shaped, influenced, and conformed to an image of someone or
something. Yet the question remains
the same for the Romans and us: are
we being conformed to the image of
Jesus the Son?
Who or what is influencing your life
and development as someone who
follows Jesus? Not long ago, I came

across Rich Villodas’ book, The Deeply Formed Life which seeks to explore
that exact question. The book caught
me off guard as I personally tend
to gravitate more towards the bookish, studious, and library-oriented
life rather than an inward, spiritual, touchy-feely side of faith. This
means that too often I have equated
proper theology and thinking with
proper discipleship. Yes, I follow our
Daily Offices and read quite a bit
from the psalms. Yet too often, I’ve
been aware that my understanding
of ‘being transformed by the renewal
of my mind’ (Rom. 12:2) has been
geared more toward properly and
theologically conceptualizing Jesus
than relating to him. Villodas’ book
was a big wakeup call for me and I
hope it can be for you as well this
Lenten season.
continued on page 4
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GOODBYE, ON THE INSTALLMENT PLAN
This is not yet my final regular
contribution to the Springfield Current,
but the end of January will mark an
important milestone in the diocese’s
transition from its eleventh to its
twelfth bishop, as I begin a “modified
sabbatical.”

This is not how I would have ever
imagined the conclusion of my ministry among you would look. When
I announced my retirement plans
to then diocesan synod in October
2019, I envisioned remaining in office
and at the helm until I handed Bishop Seymour’s historic crozier to my
successor—a seamless transition—on
June 12, 2021, a date that had already
been agreed upon with the Presiding
Bishop’s office.

also delayed our plans for an episcopal election, as we figure out how to
proceed in an environment when we
can’t have large meetings. So this is
one of the reasons there will be a gap
between the conclusion of my ministry and the beginning of my successor’s. Of course, it also means that
there will probably not be a single
public occasion at which Brenda and
I can take our leave of you face-toface, and this fills me with sadness.

Second, after two-plus years of
plateau, Brenda’s cognitive health
began a steady downward slide about
six months ago. We knew this would
happen eventually, but I had hoped it
might delay its arrival until after I’m
retired. Absent this issue, the result
of the pandemic would have been
Three unanticipated developments— that I simply delay my retirement
until we get the all-clear, as I thought
three “black swans”—appeared to
I might be able to do as recently as
throw those carefully-laid plans into
last spring, thus preserving the goal
disarray.
of a seamless transition. But Brenda
cannot be left alone at all now, so
First, some ten months ago, the
every trip I make into the diocese is
world was engulfed in a viral panonly made possible by the generosity
demic that has reached down and
of my children and daughter-in-law
touched, directly or indirectly, every
with whom we share a building. They
congregation in this diocese. It has
disrupted our lives on multiple levels, are, in effect, “tapped out.” While I
expect to be in the diocese on some
including that which is most fundaoccasions after the end of the month,
mental to our common life as the
people of God—our ability to assem- the every-weekend pace is not sustainable. This also greatly saddens
ble on the Lord’s Day and celebrate
me, as there is nothing in my life that
the Eucharist together. We all lost
I love more than being with the peoHoly Week and Easter completely.
ple of the diocese on Sundays.
Most of us regathered for a time, in
very straitened circumstances, during
Finally, the conclusion of my ministry
the summer and fall, but only some
is happening under a cloud of conof our communities were able to
flict with the Standing Committee.
have a public celebration of Christmas, and even those at a very “dialed This saddens me more than anything
else, since the Standing Committee
down” level. The coronavirus has

includes people with whom I have
worked closely and considered colleagues and companions in service of
the gospel. To have been set at odds
with them is traumatic. I must confess that I am completely at sea about
why they chose to pursue the aim
of creating a gap, an interregnum,
between the eleventh and twelfth
bishops of the diocese, as period of
time in which they themselves will be
collectively “in charge” as the Ecclesiastical Authority. It is proven bad
policy for Standing Committees to be
in charge of dioceses. I could have
chosen to resist their efforts under
the canons of the Episcopal Church,
and am fully confident I would have
prevailed in the end. Yet, that would
have focused public attention on
the diocese in a negative way over
a period of several months, which
would not have served the project of
electing the next bishop. So I agreed
to a mediated settlement, and the sabbatical that will begin February 1 is
part of that agreement.
During my sabbatical, the Standing
Committee will oversee the routine
administrative and financial duties
continued on page 4
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FROM THE BISHOP, cont.

that I would ordinarily handle. I will
retain authority over the ordination
process (and expect to ordain some
transitional deacons), clergy discipline, and clergy deployment (we
have more parishes in transition now
than at any other time on my watch!).
I am at liberty to accept invitations to
preside and preach on Sundays, but
there are only a handful of specific dates for which I will be able to
accept such invitations, because of
Brenda’s situation. I have already
arranged with the Dean of St Paul’s
Cathdral that I will preside at the
Mass and preach on Sunday, June
27. That will be my liturgical “swan
song.” My full retirement and resignation become effective three days later.

FROM THE ELECTION COMMITTEE

From the December 2020 meeting of
the Election Committee of the Diocese of Springfield (using the words
of St Peter), “to those who have obtained a faith of equal standing with
ours by the righteousness of our God
and Savior Jesus Christ: May grace
and peace be multiplied to you in the
knowledge of God and of Jesus our
Lord.”

on the website. The website also
features a Bishop Search Q&A, News,
and it is where you will eventually be
able to find a Timeline.

In the meantime, if your Eucharistic Communities are holding annual
meetings in January you will want to
make sure you elect delegates (and
alternates) to Diocesan Synod, for it is
likely those delegates will be the same
Our Listening Group has been hard at ones who will vote at the Nominating
work over the past month determin- and Electing Synods. Another thing
ing how best to listen to the individyou can do is pray for us and the Diouals, deaneries, Eucharistic Commucese of Springfield:
nities and stakeholders who make up
the Diocese during a pandemic. Their Almighty God, giver of every good gift:
recommendations were presented
Look graciously on this your Church, and so
shortly before Current press time to
guide the minds of those who shall choose a
the Election Committee which then
bishop for this Diocese, that we may receive a
I hold the diocese—specific individu- led to the recommendations that the
faithful pastor, who will guard the faith, care
als and communities—in my prayers Election Committee will be making to for your people, and equip us for our minisdaily. I humbly ask your continuing
the Standing Committee.
tries; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
prayers for me.
Who are all these committees and
Mtr Sherry Black and Rod Matthews
+ Daniel
what do they all do? The Diocese of
Co-Chairs, Election Committee
Springfield website has a brief description of the Election and Standing Mtr Beth Maynard
Committees and their members listed President, Standing Committee

MISSION IN THE DIOCESE
BOOK REVIEW, continued

his letter to the church at Colossae.
For those who had received Jesus,
The author, Rich Villodas, is also the and not just the 10% that’s visible to
how were they walking, being rootsenior pastor of New Life Fellowship folks around us. Personally, I know
ed, and being built up in him (Col.
in Queens, NYC. It’s interesting that
that I’m a lot like an iceberg. Too
2:6-7)? I love how Villodas and the
New Life Fellowship uses an iceberg much of my life is attuned to the 10% New Life leadership team wrestled
as its logo. The reason is because
visibility factor for those around me
with these very same community
icebergs are known for their 10% visi- which may or may not be representa- issues. As a result, they arrived at a
bility above water while the other 90% tive of the other 90% of my life that framework of five key life formation
remains hidden beneath the surface
people can’t see—meaning, as long as points that would impact people’s
of the ocean. It’s a great metaphor
that 10% looks good, I’m set.
lives in Jesus in a deeper and more
for thinking about how Jesus seeks to
meaningful
conform our entire lives to his image St Paul dealt with similar themes in
continued on next page
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BOOK REVIEW, continued
way. The objective was that each
New Life community member would
be called to focus on more than the
shallow 10% iceberg visibility. Instead, these five key formation points
were meant to shape the conformity of each person to the image of
the Son, in other words, the other
90% of someone that’s rarely made
public. This is an important Lenten
message for all of us.
Villodas’ life transformation values
are addressed one chapter at a time
in his book: contemplative rhythms,
racial reconciliation, interior exam-

ination, sexual wholeness, and missional presence. Following each value, Villodas devotes another chapter
about how to practice each value in
a deeply formed fashion. One of the
great aspects of the book is that the
chapters are full of authentic self-disclosures of when Villodas himself
had to press deeper in order to be
conformed to Jesus. I heartily recommend Villodas’ book to all of us this
Lent, that all of us would move away
from shallow quick fixes and instead
apply the values that will result in
deeper, long-term life transformation
in Jesus.

MINISTRY NEWS and AROUND THE DIOCESE
NEWS FROM UTO
Two updates from UTO:
1. Mr. Bill Ogle, the oldest member
at St Paul’s, Carlinville until his death
this summer, was a faithful supporter
of UTO, and always filled his little
blue boxes. This fall’s collection saw
a significant and unexpected increase
when, upon cleaning out his home
to be sold, Bill’s family found three
separate UTO blue boxes! With over
two hundred dollars in change, we’re
thankful to Bill for his faithful support of United Thank Offering!
Mr. Ogle’s generous support is notable, but so is the unique manner of
collection for the UTO at St Paul’s,
Carlinville. Fr John R Henry has
placed a blue box on the pulpit, to be
easily accessible for everyone as they
come up to receive communion.

REST IN PEACE, FR GUS
Fr Henry has started a habit of his
own each week; he drops a quarter in
each week plus one penny for each
person in attendance.

The funeral mass for Fr Gus Franklin
took place at the Cathedral on Oct.
31. Bp Martins presided, and retired
Bp Keith Ackerman preached.

This regular giving adds up, reflecting
the gratitude that abounds in each of
our lives!

Eternal rest grant unto him, O Lord, and
let perpetual light shine upon him.

2. Many thanks to all churches and
parishes for your Fall Ingathering
Gifts.
The total 2020 Fall Ingathering
$3,728.69. Total Ingathering for 2020:
$5,454.16.
Thanks and blessings to all. Stay safe
and healthy.
Faithfully,
Joyce C. Wright
UTO Coordinator

6
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MYSTAGOGY AND THE CHRISTIAN THEOLOGY OF DEATH
by Fr Matthew C. Dallman, Obl.S.B., Parish of Tazewell County
It was at the Fall 2018 Clergy Conference that Bishop Martins planted a seed in my heart about doing
an adult formation course on the
theology of death. His pitch was
provocative, but I made no plans. Yet
unconsciously the seed was stored
away, as it turns out, later to grow.
I say this because over the course of
the 2020 lockdown, during which
time I was engaged in several clergy
book studies on a variety of topics,
the topic of death really came up
in all of them, inspired by writings
and talks by Orthodox theologian
Fr John Behr. Something Fr Behr
taught really dug deep: it was that
the whole experience of death for
the vast majority of people in the
US, Canada, and much of western
Europe had radically changed over
the last 125 years. Very concretely, he
said, most people in these countries
hardly experience death at all. The
thought of being around a body of a
person whose soul has passed strikes
many of us as strange, even somewhat macabre (and I would count
myself in this group). But what Fr
Behr pointed out was how radically
different that is from not that long
ago. Whereas today we are hardly
around dead bodies, for generations
past such would be commonplace.
The body was in the home for wake;
days later it would be brought to
the church and presented to God at
Mass. After doing so, it would be taken to the grave site for more prayers,
and even family and friends might
shovel dirt over the casket laid in the
ground. This experience of death
was vastly more embodied, stark, and

concrete than it is today. These days,
the work formerly handled by family
has been taken over by mortuary,
hospital and/or hospice, and if a
person dies in the home, the police
are called and the body taken away.
Has this impacted our relationship
with death? I am convinced it has,
in radical ways. And if that is true,
would not also this impact our
Christian faith, centered as it is on
the interpretation of Christ’s death?
Should we not, as a corrective, give
close study to the Christian theology
of death, to ensure that our understanding of this central aspect of our
faith has not gone awry due to social
changes over the last century?
Such was the catalyst for deciding to
offer adult formation in the Christian
theology of death. To my surprise,
interest was high. Meeting demand
required three class groups. Each
group meets on Zoom every two
weeks for 90 minutes. Our text has
simply been the Rite I burial liturgy
(pp. 469-484) as well as Scripture
(the appointed lections but also the
Scripture in the liturgical language).
The format is facilitated discussion,
with participants encouraged to ask
questions, offer comments or reflect
at any time. As facilitator, my task is
to lead “deep dives” into the liturgical language and Scripture, so that, as
a group, we discover meanings, hear
them, and inwardly digest them. This
has been rewarding, with robust discussion and the Holy Spirit present.
It has been true mystagogy: being
drawn into our participation in the
mystery of Christ our Lord.

A little over half way through the
course (Sept to May with a break
during Lent for a different study topic), I have four pastoral observations:
1. Our liturgy really does express
our theology, and really does prepare
Scripture for corporate prayer. It is
important to establish the scriptural
authority of liturgy, so that it can be
encountered as theology and doctrine. What we believe, we pray.
2. The first of the concluding anthems—“Christ is risen from the
dead, trampling down death by
death, and giving life to those in the
tomb”—captures everything of the
Christian theology of death, and
does so in profoundly succicnt fashion. Starting at the end makes sense.
3. The subject matter is tremendously engaging. From the four opening
anthems (p. 469) to the five concluding anthems (p. 484) and everything
between, the liturgical language as
well as the lections engage because
these are so pregnant with meaning.
Bringing them into reflection and
allowing space in our contemplation
for them to speak, to draw us in, to
spur forth emotions and insights, has
been very rich.
2. The four opening anthems each
have demanded their own 90-min
class, because their meaning is seen
not only in the anthems but in the
rich scriptural context from which
these are extracted (John 11, Job 19,
Rom 14, and Rev 14). The anthems
also work together to provide a
fourfold foundation of the Christian
theology of death. Χριστός Ανέστη!
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DIOCESAN CALENDAR
JANUARY (remainder)
18 CONFESSION OF
S. PETER THE APOSTLE
25 CONVERSION OF
S. PAUL THE APOSTLE
FEBRUARY

MARCH

APRIL

19 SAINT JOSEPH

04 EASTER DAY

25 ANNUNCIATION OF OUR
LORD JESUS CHRIST TO
THE BLESSED VIRGIN
MARY

25 S. MARK THE
EVANGELIST

28 PALM SUNDAY

02 PRESENTATION/
CANDLEMAS
24 S. MATTHIAS THE APOSTLE

For the most recent diocesan
calendar and the full prayer cycle
calendar, please visit our website.
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