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The work of ministry on a college
campus can imply a one-way street.
It’s easy to assume that the professor,
mentor, coach, chaplain, or advisor
offers care and wisdom to the undergraduate, but that formation never
flows in the opposite direction. Not
so. For the past 16 years, I’ve had the
privilege of spending time with many
hundreds of undergraduates in my
work on liberal arts college campuses and I have been changed for the
better by them in myriad ways.
In this article, I share one of the
ways I have been formed by my students which I hope can be useful to
this readership. With so many of the
people in our diocese still struggling,
grieving, suffering, and seeking hope
amidst all that the past 12 months
has handed us, I’m mindful of a particular lesson I find well and truly

learned by most undergraduates, a
truth our diocese might find helpful
in this 2021 Easter season.
And here it is: Students know how to
live into the expectation of a redeemed world.
The past 12 months have been dominated by three pandemics, at least:
The pressure-cooker imposed by the
pandemic of COVID-19 in combination with tragic killings spurred a
justified national outrage over the
pandemic of systemic racism in our
cities. As the coronavirus pandemic dragged on, a new awareness of
the pandemic of domestic violence
in our communities came to light
as shelters and hotlines everywhere
were regularly overwhelmed with
cries for help. We believe the good
continued on page 4
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FROM THE BISHOP
THE DAY ON WHICH THE REST DEPEND
The 1979 Book of
Common Prayer,
on p. 15, sets forth
the rule for calculating the date of
Easter (the first
Sunday after the
first full moon
after the vernal equinox). With that
bit of knowledge, along with the information the Christmas always falls
on December 25, the entirety of the
(western) Christian liturgical year can
be deduced.
The 1928 Prayer Book interestingly,
makes this inferential connection
more explicit (on p. L): “Easter Day,
on which the rest depend. . .”
On which the rest depend.
Now, this is in all likelihood a
straightforward technical observation,
without any intended spiritual or
theological significance. But looking
at it more poetically, we can see a very
rich extra layer of meaning. In this
dimension, “all else” doesn’t refer
merely to the rest of the liturgical
year, but to all else. Literally. If Christ
is not risen from the dead, then you
and I are captive to a pernicious
delusion, and the religion we practice
means less than nothing. If Christ
is risen from the dead, then nothing
else matters (because it’s all subsumed
into the inexhaustible meaning of the
resurrection).
My favorite definition of God comes
from the late Lutheran theologian
Robert Jenson: “God is whoever
raised Jesus from the dead, having
first raised Israel from Egypt.”

Although there are fewer practicing
Christians in our society than there
used to be, Easter is still a big deal
among those who keep the faith. We
come together and sing our Alleluias and strew lilies about and do the
things that a community does when
it’s in a celebretory mode. I often
wonder, though about the extent to
which we allow that festivity to spill
over into the rest of our lives.
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divine grace, placing them at the foot
of the cross, and transcending them
in the power of the resurrection. It is
a habit that transforms our souls, and
eventually will enable us to be in the
unfiltered presence of God without
being pulverized.

Consciousness of the resurrection
can also help us frame conversations
about social evils, like racism. The
recent meeting of the House of BishThe resurrection of Christ is the
ops (all on Zoom) focused on racultimate game-changer. There is no
ism—recognizing it, understanding
area of human life that is left unafit, and resisting it. This is certainly an
fected. The most obvious example
appropriate and worthwhile subject
is how we face death—our own and for church leaders to deal with. I
those whom we love. As we remind
was dismayed, however, when our
ourselves in the liturgy of the Easter outside presenters revealed that we
Vigil, because through baptism we
were the first “faith-based organizashare in a death like his, we also share tion” that they have been contracted
in a resurrection like his. Death is no to work with. Our conversation was
longer the sum of all our fears. It is a completely within the categories of
somber event, and it inflicts pain, but secular discourse around racism. We
we face it with hope, confident that
may as well have been the Rotary
Jesus’ conquest of death is the temClub. What a missed opportunity!
plate for our own. The burial liturgy The gospel of Jesus Christ, groundin our Prayer Book is suffused with
ed in the reality of the resurrection,
this gospel hope.
is teeming with resources through
which to approach issues of race. We
But wait—as they used to say on the left a treasure trove on the side of the
late-night infomercials—there’s more! road.
The “macro” pattern of dying and
rising can be discerned at a “micro”
My beloved, there is mandatory
level just about anywhere we look.
rejoicing for the next several weeks.
Every day, each of us suffers some
And I say ... party on! But let’s not
kind of loss—difficulty in a relation- settle for slim pickin’s when there’s
ship, illness, a financial setback, an ag- a feast in front of us. Let’s allow the
onizing decision, the news at national power of Christ’s resurrection to
or world levels, or something as trivial infiltrate every area of our lives.
as not making it to an intersection
before the light changes. In each of
Easter Day . . . on which the rest
these instances, from the profound to depend.
the trivial, we have an opportunity to
consecrate such losses to mystery of + Daniel
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ON FINDING GOD’S GRACE EVERYWHERE, cont.
news from the Gospel of Mark that
in Jesus the kingdom of God is at
hand. Yet it remains hard to hope
into that promise when the world
looks and acts the way it does. It
can be difficult to live as an Easter
people in communities that have so
far yet to go.

Undergraduate students on undergraduate campuses see the world
—even our world—quite differently.
Beyond merely hoping, they expect
and await a redeemed reality. Almost
every college student I know expects every interaction on campus to
be transformative, compassionate,
and ideal. Every moment in every
class needs to meet the high bar of
deep engagement, thoroughgoing
relevance, and life-long importance.
Every interaction with coaches, campus staff, and fellow students should
be care-filled and joyful. Students
are looking for the fullness of their
education not just in classrooms, but
in every connection of any kind they
form on campus. Every minute of
every day on campus they expect and
await a redeemed world.
This is probably why the hope-giving cry for racial and social justice
and the outrage against any type of
inequity or subtle exclusion comes
so easily to undergraduates. They
know—down to their multicolored
toenails—how to walk expecting
and awaiting a redeemed world, and
how to cry out for it when they find
moments in which their experience
falls short.
We might be tempted to say that
such a point of view is a temporary

illusion for these young people. We
might think they will “learn better”
when they are out in the “real world”
for a few years. But my hope is that
we in the “real world” can learn
something from undergraduates in
their dogged expectation of a redeemed world. Our formation, like
theirs, is far from complete. And it’s
easy to forget that we, like them, live
in an electric environment of becoming in which the work of our Great
Teacher is ongoing. God mercifully
and steadfastly saturates our reality with redeeming and sanctifying
grace, embedded in each encounter,
should we learn to expect it, await it,
and receive it.

The best articulation of the assurance of this hope I have found is
from Episcopal priest Martin L.
Smith, who wrote this in 1995: “If
the supremely Lovable One is found
in that most implausible of dwellings, that most obscure manger and
stable, my own heart, then God must
surely be everywhere and must equally be loved everywhere, even in the
thickest of disguises, the strangest of
incognitos in our unappealing neighbor, our revolting enemy” (emphasis
mine).

If I am so completely saved that I
might, with fear and trembling, call
my heart the dwelling place of God
and a temple of the Holy Spirit, then
Rowan Williams explained the expec- I may rightly look at every corner
tation for God’s work in and through of my world with the lens of hope.
each encounter in a 2016 interview
I may look at every corner of my
with The Work of the People. There, world with the potential of a classhe said: “Whatever person I come
room of our becoming, and a reality
across, in some sense, God is giving, in which God’s active grace must
teaching, shaping me through that
“surely be found everywhere.”
[interaction]. God is the Creator, we
believe. And that means … moment Though we have such a long way to
by moment God is creating. So God go in the triple-deep valley of the
is creating me. … Today, He’s crepandemics of COVID-19, systemic
ating me. And part of the way He’s
racism, and domestic violence in
creating me is the people He sends
our congregations and our commuto meet me.”
nities, it is profoundly hope-bringing to remember that the work of
In Eastertide, we recall and re-live
God’s grace nevertheless saturates
the victory of our Savior for the
our world. As a newer priest in this
salvation of the world. Our humanity diocese, I hope to better cultivate the
is redeemed, and our ongoing jourexpectation of God’s active grace at
ney of holiness is crafted by God’s
work among us in the months and
grace working in our every connecyears ahead.
tion. We may rightly look for, as
undergraduate students do, a reality
redeemed—a reality in which we are
transformed day by day, along with
every other person we see.
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ON MINISTERING TO COLLEGE-AGED PEOPLE
by Rev. Dr Christoper Simpson
Rector, Trinity, Lincoln

Given this I’d give the counterintuitive counsel of avoiding the allure of
This is a reflection on my limited
being “relevant”—whether that be
(and perhaps idiosyncratic) experience ministering to college-aged peo- focusing on hot-button social or pople at Trinity Church in Lincoln, IL. litical issues/causes/identities (there
are more than enough groups rushing in and clamoring to do this) or
What are these young people like?
seeking to be like “successful” EvanFirst, they are probably not cragelical churches (again most churches
dle-Episcopalians. (I honestly have
in a given town will be “seeker-sensinot come across many young adult
tive” services with praise bands and
cradle-Episcopalians in our churches.) They are probably mostly Evan- praise choruses that can seem more
like the “show” than the God being
gelicals who are wanting to go beyond the saccharine emotionalism of praised). Concern with “relevance”
usually yields a Christianity that is
revivalism-rooted worship services.
pandering and shallow.

Second (and more briefly), the college-aged people I have in mind are
serious about Christianity and they
want you (as priest or lay leader) to
be too. They’ve had enough of a
“Christianity 101” aimed at adolescents. They yearn for a deeper faith
manifest in symbol, theology, sacraments—spikey weird stuff. If you
are going to err, err on the side of
depth. Be unashamedly and seriously
Anglo-Catholic.

MINISTRY NEWS
UTO SPRING
INGATHERING 2021

I hope the Easter Season finds everyone safe and healthy. My what a
difference a year has brought us with
a vaccine to beat COVID-19!
With Spring approaching so is UTO
Semiannual United Thank Offering
Ingathering. Parishes will be receiving
more information on the Ingathering
after Easter.
The Spring Ingathering is the Sunday
following Ascension, however parishes can set their own dates if they
wish.
Please contact me if you have any
questions or need additional blue
boxes or envelopes.
Faithfully,
Joyce C. Wright

CHURCH PERIODICAL CLUB
Are you looking for financial help to
purchase books, video tapes, computer programs, or magazines for church
related programs? You might find
such help from the Church Periodical
Club. It is an independent, affiliated
organization of the Executive Council
of the Episcopal Church, dedicated to
the worldwide Ministry of the Printed
Word and to the Promotion of Christian Mission.
One program they offer is called A
Mile of Pennies which offers grants
up to $844.80 which is equal to one
mile of pennies. The grants are to
purchase written materials for programs serving children in kindergarten through high school. The National Books Fund awards grants for
written materials for adult programs.
All information and applications are
available at www.churchperiodical.com

The Episcopal Church Women of the
Diocese of Springfield supports a local function of the Church Periodical
Club by collecting donations from our
Eucharistic Communities to distribute
to seminarians from our diocese to
help them pay for books needed for
their studies.
Please consider making a donation
from your church to fund this important ministry.
The CPC chairman for our diocese is
Carol McCrary.
Contact her at troub71@yahoo.com for
information about making a donation.
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CHURCH CAMP 2021 CANCELLED
Donald Monty, Camp Committee Chairman
It is with great regret that the EpisSafety of campers and staff is the
copal Church Camp of Illinois Com- primary concern of our Camp Committee has cancelled 2021 Camp.
mittee and East Bay. The restrictions
imposed to provide for safety at a
Let me explain why. Church Camp
time of Covid meant that even if
is held at East Bay Camp, a facility
we tried to meet the requirements,
of the United Methodist Church.
the campers would not have the
East Bay Camp, like all other camp
“camp experience” they are used to
facilities in Illinois, must comply with having. Part of the camp experience
Covid regulations issued by the Illiis building a strong sense of comnois Department of Public Health.
munity among campers, many of
East Bay Camp provided a list of
whom return to camp year-after-year
all the requirements established by
to renew friendships. The requiretheir governing board that we would ments for masking, social distancing
have to meet if we held camp this
and group sizes would have made it
year. We needed to reply to East Bay very difficult to have that normalcy.
by April 15 with a detailed plan for
Group singing would be difficult.
Covid compliance if we intended
Gathering around the campfire
to hold camp this year. Our Camp
would not have been possible. PhysCommittee and staff met by Zoom ical contact during games would be
on April 5 to thoroughly review the prohibited. Camp equipment and
requirements to see if it would be
materials would have to be frequently
feasible to have Church Camp this
sanitized, taking up a large amount
year. The Camp Committee decided of staff time. Although we were
that the requirements made it impos- planning on having two groups of
sible to hold camp this year.
campers separated by grade, those
two groups could never get any

closer than thirty feet of each other,
making all-camp gatherings unworkable. Leadership at camp would be
very restricted in their ability to go
between the two groups to have an
efficient program. If any person in
one of the groups was diagnosed
with Covid during camp, the entire
group would have to be sent home.
We hope that campers and their
parents will understand that safety
and the importance of having a good
camp experience necessitated the
decision to not have camp this year.
Camp leadership are contemplating
ways for campers to get together
virtually later this year. Also, as Covid
restrictions hopefully ease later this
year, it may be possible to have camp
reunions where groups of campers
can gather together safely.
Parents and campers are encouraged
to visit the Diocesan website and the
Episcopal Church Camp of Illinois
Facebook page to watch for updates.
We are already looking forward to
having camp in 2022.

CONGRATULATIONS ON OUR NEWLY ORDAINED

The Rev. Dr Carter Aikin was
orained to the priesthood on Epiphany 2021 at St Paul’s, Carlinville.

The Rev. Mark Klamer and Rev.
David Knox were ordained to the
diaconate on March 7, 2021 at the

Cathedral of St Paul in Springfield.
Welcome to our new clerics!
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DIOCESAN CALENDAR
APRIL (remainder)

JUNE

JULY

25 S. MARK THE EVANGELIST 10-13 Cursillo Weekend,
04 INDEPENDENCE DAY
		Toddhall, Columbia
22 S. MARY MAGDALENE
11 S. BARNABAS THE
25 S. JAMES THE APOSTLE
MAY
APOSTLE
01 SS PHILIP and JAMES,
24 NATIVITY of S. JOHN THE 		
APOSTLES
BAPTIST
13 ASCENSION DAY
25 Finance Dept. Meeting
21 Trustees Meeting and
Diocesan Council
23 DAY OF PENTECOST
30 TRINITY SUNDAY
31 VISITATION of the
BLESSED VIRGIN MARY
For the most recent diocesan
calendar and the full prayer cycle
calendar, please visit our website.
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